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| just can't believe we are halfway through
November and getting close to the end of
another year!

| would like to first thank Chris Joyce for
heading up the 22nd Annual Randy Welch
Memorial Golf Tournament! A great time was
had by all and as a group we all helped raise
over $20,000.00 in scholarship money!! Thank
you to all who participated.

PLUIV[BING With the Thanksgiving holiday upon us | hope
. SYSTEMS all of you get the opportunity to spend time
@ with your loved ones. For me, it is always a time
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filled with family, friends, and let’s not forget,
FOOD!!! For those that are traveling, may your
path be clear and safe.

The PCEA holiday party is planned and is sure
to be a fantastic time. Please register and join
us December 8th for some great food, drink,
and fellowship at the Ferguson Bath, Kitchen,
& Lighting Gallery at 1200 Alden Road, Orlando
32803. Cheers to all, and once again, thank you
for your continued support in PCEA.
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PCEA would like to thank all our sponsors for supporting us throughout the year.
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https://www.facebook.com/OrlandoChapter22/
https://twitter.com/22Pcea
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pcea-orlando-chapter-22
https://www.instagram.com/p/CanHYFpuTHN/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
http://www.pcea-orlando.org/
https://landrethinc.com/
http://www.pcea-orlando.org/
http://tharpplumbing.com/
https://unitedwalls.com/
https://whartonsmith.com/
https://sfab.com/
https://balfourbeattyus.com/

UPCOMING EVENTS

to register visit our website
www.pcea-orlando.org

November Social @ Twelve Talons Beerworks
14 Nov 2023 - 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM

Twelve Talons Beerworks

2807 E South Street Orlando FL 32803

Annual Members Holiday Party
08 Dec 2023 - 6:00 PM

Ferguson Light & Bath Showroom
1200 Alden Rd, Orlando, FL 32803

Sporting Clays Tournament 2024
02 Feb 2024 8:30 AM
Black Jack Sporting Clays

Sumterville, FL 1200 Alden Road, Orlando F1 32803
ATTENDEES MUST REGISTER IN ADVANCE FOR ALL EVENTS JOf n us f‘o r our

ANOTHER NEW TAPROOM TO TRY a H
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https://pcea-orlando.wildapricot.org/event-5482682
https://pcea-orlando.wildapricot.org/event-5482682
https://pcea-orlando.wildapricot.org/event-5355200

LOCAL, INDUSTRY
POLICIES CAN CUT
EMBODIED CARBON

PCEA-ORLANDO

Officers &
Board Members

Targeted incentives and building code changes can
support the transition to more climate-friendly building
materials, say research, advocacy and industry groups.

As the push to reduce embodied carbon in buildings
accelerates, research, advocacy and industry groups are
releasing guidance for local governments on how they
can support the transition to more climate-friendly build-
ing materials.

Embodied carbon is the name for the greenhouse gas
emissions associated with the entire lifecycle of building
products, including extraction of raw materials, manufac-
turing, transportation, construction and eventual dispos-
al. Building materials and construction are responsible for
11% of global energy-related carbon emissions.

The U.S. Green Building Council and think tank RMI on
Tuesday published a report outlining key actions to ac-
celerate the decarbonization of U.S. building construc-
tion. While it was geared toward industry participants, the
report identifies a role for local governments.

“Governments must prepare the way for embodied
carbon regulation by investing in low-embodied carbon
public buildings and supporting research and market
development of low-embodied carbon building products
and practices,” it says.

The report points to “a surge” of federal and state action
plans and programs to reduce the embodied carbon of
construction materials. It notes that the federal govern-
mentand some state governments have recently launched
“Buy Clean”initiatives, which promote the procurement of
low-embodied-carbon construction materials.

“Buy Clean” efforts target high-emission materials such
as concrete and steel, but the report warns governments
to design these policies so they don't “unintentionally
constrain carbon cutting investments for these sectors.
This could drive segments of the industry out of business
without lowering overall emissions intensity of the indus-
try or even leak emissions abroad.”’

Steel and carbon will remain “important in building
construction for the foreseeable future,” the report states.

Other jurisdictions have set financial incentives for
projects with lower embodied-carbon emissions, the
report says, highlighting the Massachusetts Clean Energy
Center’s Embodied Carbon Reduction Challenge.

The report acknowledges concerns and assumptions
local officials may have about reducing embodied carbon.
For example, choosing lower-embodied-carbon building
materials does not automatically make construction more
expensive, it says. There is no consistent correlation be-
tween the embodied carbon and cost of a material, it adds.

The report also addresses the sustainability of wood:

Despite it having the potential to be a renewable and
Continued on back page
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http://www.plans-specs.com/
https://www.jk2.com/construction/
https://www.wgyates.com/
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LOCAL, INDUSTRY POLICIES CAN CUT EMBODIED CARBON- from page 3

even carbon-storing building material, wood can have high
emissions and ecological impacts depending on where it
comes from, it states. “The jury is still out” on whether using
more wood will contribute to or prevent climate change, the
report says, and the building industry will need to learn to
distinguish between wood products with good and bad
climate consequences.

A separate report that Arup and the Natural Resources
Defense Council published this month also examines strat-
egies to reduce embodied carbon in the built environment,
examining the issue through a policy lens.

The report focused on the California state government and
local governments to “consider feasibility more practically and
specifically” In August, California became the first U.S. state
to approve a “whole-building” embodied carbon policy in its
state building code, requiring most new large buildings to
drive down embodied carbon through one of three pathways.

The report recommends that policymakers focus more on
policies that encourage embodied carbon reductions at the
project and building scale; many emerging policies instead
address the carbon performance of the materials themselves.
“Building code policies can direct designers towards more
efficient resource use which, when paired with material-lev-
el decarbonization driven by ‘Buy Clean’ type policies, sets us
on a scalable pathway to net zero,” said Lauren Wingo, senior
structural engineer at Arup, in a statement.

Lauren Kubiak, a senior scientist at NRDC, said in a state-
ment that existing technologies and strategies to decarbonize
construction materials “need a policy push to be more widely
adopted.”
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