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STATE ECONOMY WILL OUT PACE U.S.
Spurred by rising job growth and home construction, Florida’s economy is expected to continue to grow at a faster pace than 
the national forecast for the next four years, according to the latest forecast from University of Central Florida economist Sean 
Snaith.
“The fundamental underpinnings of the housing market in Florida continue to strengthen. Job growth in Florida is forecasted to 
continue outperforming the U.S. labor market and more Baby Boomers continue to reach the end of their working lives,” wrote 
Snaith in the second-quarter Florida & Metro Forecast. “This bodes well for continued population growth via the in-migration 
of workers and retirees.” Snaith is the director for the Institute for Economic Competitiveness at the UCF College of Business 
Administration.
From 2016-2019, Florida’s economy, as measured by Real Gross State Product, is expected to expand at an average an-
nual rate of 2.9 percent through 2019, outpacing the projected average for U.S. real Gross Domestic Product growth for the 
same period. Nominal Gross State Product is expected to break the $1 trillion mark in 2018, according to the Florida & Metro 
Forecast, and climb to $1.074 trillion in 2019. This level today would make Florida’s economy the 16th largest in the world, as 
ranked by the World Bank.
The pace of Florida’s labor market recovery is expected to continue to exceed the recovery in the national job market through 
2019. Labor-force growth will average 2 percent from 2016 to 2019 thanks to consistently robust job creation. Payroll job 
growth in Florida continues to outperform national job growth with year-over-year growth expected to average 3.9 percent in 
2016, 2.4 percent in 2017, 1.1 percent in 2018 and 0.8 percent in 2019.
This improved outlook should put more Floridians back in the hunt for employment while also attracting out-of-state job seek-
ers, Snaith said. It should also serve to lift consumer sentiment and consumption spending.
Florida faces a growing single-family-housing shortage due to the shrinking inventory of existing homes and a pace of housing 
starts that trails growth rapidly pushing prices up in the single-family market. Housing starts serve as an economic indicator 
that reflects the number of privately owned new houses on which construction has been started in a given period.
“While this looks like another housing bubble, it’s really just an old-fashioned shortage in the single-family market,” Snaith said. 
“It is expected to correct itself as new housing starts ramp up over the next few years.”
Median existing home prices have reached $213,000 compared to $122,200 during the housing crisis. Yet while housing 
prices have increased, global property information company CoreLogic estimates 15 percent of Florida’s mortgage holders 
remain underwater, meaning they owe more in mortgage debt than the value of the home. Florida is second only to Nevada 
(17.5 percent) in percentage of mortgage holders with negative equity.

PRESTIGE CONCRETE -JACKSONVILLE JAGUAR STADIUM

Landreth, INC
Lauretano Sign Group
LDI
Lessburg Concrete Company Incorporated
Liberty Concrete and Forming
Mader Southeast
Magicdesignonline.com
Modern Plumbing
Modular Building Systems International
Morganti Group
OHC Environmental Engineering
PCD Building Corp.
PCL Construction Services, Inc.
Petersen Metals
Phillips & Jordan, Inc.
Plans & Specs Reprographics, Inc.
Plummer Painting & Waterproofing, Inc.
Prestige Concrete Products
Pro-Vigil
Quality Labor Management (QLM)
Randall Mechanical
Robins & Morton
Roger B. Kennedy, Inc.
Service Complete Electric
SI Goldman Inc
Silva’s Painting & General Services
Skanska
SPEC Contractor Services, LLC
Steel Fabricators LLC
Structural Technologies
Sutter Roofing
Terry,s Electric
Tharp Plumbing Systems Inc.
The Whiting-Turner Contracting Company
Titan Florida LLC
Tri-City Electrical Contractors
United Forming, Inc.
United Wall Systems
Universal
Universal Creative
Vision Three Sixty, LLC
Wal-Mark Contracting Group
Walt Disney Imagineering
WCCI
WELBRO
Williams Company
Williams Scotsman Inc
Window Interiors

PCEA-ORLANDO OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT - ROB ALLEN, AUSTIN COMMERCIAL
PRESIDENT ELECT - AARON SMITH, PCL CONSTRUCTION
1ST VICE PRESIDENT - CURTIS YODER, VISION 360
2ND VICE PRESIDENT - CHRIS JOYCE, THARP PLUMBING
TREASURER -  JEFF ALBRIGHT, ROBINS & MORTON
SECRETARY - TREVOR HAMILTON, WCCI
NATIONAL DIRECTOR - SCOTT COLEMAN, AUSTIN COMMERCIAL
BOARD MEMBER - JEFF FRIEDRICH, FRIEDRICH WATKINS
BOARD MEMBER - ART HIGGINBOTHAM, WDI
BOARD MEMBER - CHRISTINA KANHAI, PCL CONSTRUCTIONS
BOARD MEMBER - MACKENZIE GROVE, HARPER LIMBACH
BOARD MEMBER - FORD HAZELIP, HOAR CONSTRUCTION
BOARD MEMBER - STEVEN RENNER, i+iconSOUTHEAST

Member Companies
33rd Floor
Acousti Engineering Company
Advanced Indoor Remediators
Advanced Millwork Inc.
Allied Interior Products
Alpha Insulation and Waterproofing
Architectural Sheet Metal, inc.
Ardmore Associates, LLC
Argos Ready Mix
Austin Commercial
Avex Homes
Baker Concrete Construction
Balfour Beatty Construction
BASE Consultants, Inc.
Bright Future Electric
Brown & Brown Insurance
BRPH
C.T. Windows, dba Architectural Aluminum Tech-
niques
CCK Construction Services, Inc.
CEMEX
Clancy and Theys Construction Co
Comfort House, Inc
Construction Cost Services
ConTech Construcion, LLC
Contractors Direct Sales
Cornerstone Construction Services, Inc.
Cox Fire
Design Communications, LTD
DPR Construction
Dura-Stress.com
Eagle Finishes Inc
ECS Florida
Energy Air, Inc.
F Moynihan Company
Friedrich Watkins Company
GMF Construction, LLC
Gulf Mechanical Contractors
Harmon Inc
Harper Limbach LLC
Hensel Phelps Construction
HJ Foundation
Hoar Construction
i+iconSoutheast
IQ Painters
JK2 Construction & Scenic
Johnson Controls Inc
KHS&S

SILVER SPONSORS

PCEA would like to thank all 
our sponsors for supporting us 

throughout the year.

GOLD SPONSORS

PROFESSIONAL CONSTRUCTION ESTIMATORS ASSOCIATION
ORLANDO, FL

July 2016-Vol. 14, Issue 02
COMPANIES REPRESENTED BY MEMBERSHIP

with color  STAND OUT
DIGITAL PRINTING

PCEA ORLANDO
is a chapter of

The National Professional Construc-
tion Estimators Association

For Event and Membership
Information Log on to 
www.pcea-orlando.org

BRONZE SPONSOR



MONTHLY MEMBER MEETINGS
ALL MEMBER MEETINGS ARE HELD AT

5:30 PM, IN THE CITRUS CLUB,
255 S ORANGE AVE, ORLANDO, 18TH FLOOR

MEMBERSHIP  MEETINGS-
AUG 23, MEMBERSHIP MEETING
SEPT MEETING STEAK ON THE LAKE
 
SPECIAL EVENTS-
STEAK ON THE LAKE COMING IN 
SEPTEMBER!

NOVEMBER SCHOLARSHIP GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO SEE DETAILS AND 

TO REGISTER FOR MEETINGS OR EVENTS

www.pcea-orlando.org

6. Jobsite accidents and criminal indictments on the rise
Last year, authorities across the U.S. pumped up efforts 
to seek out contractor misconduct and dish out severe 
punishment, including criminal charges, for violations 
and offenses from worker safety issues to corruption. 
Manhattan even launched the Construction Fraud Task 
Force in August to investigate “wrongdoing and unsafe 
practices” in construction, including fraud, bribery, ex-
tortion, money laundering, bid rigging, larceny and 
safety violations. A New York Times report in November 
also found that construction worker deaths are on the 
rise in New York City, and safety measures were inad-
equate on many of the construction sites where deaths 
occurred and that immigrants represented a dispropor-
tionate percentage of those killed. 
Experts predict this heightened focus on industry 
wrongdoing will continue into 2016, especially as OSHA 

will increase its fines this year for the first time since 
1990.
Raymond T. Mellon, a senior partner at Zetlin & De 
Chiara, said he believes construction accidents will 
increase in New York City this year due to “a dilu-
tion of the trained and experienced work force as a 
result of the continuing red hot construction market.” 
He added, “This will lead to more entry level, unsea-
soned construction workers not appropriately trained 
as to the work itself, as well as safety features, on 
worksites. Combine this with the entry of ‘novice de-
velopers’ who have a tendency to cut corners, and 
you have the potential for more accidents.”
David Pfeffer, chair of the Construction Practice 
Group at Tarter Krinsky & Drogin, said he predicts 
there will be more criminal indictments in 2016 be-
cause officials “want to make an example.” He added 

that although indictments this year with be the 
result of past practices, he believes the influx of 
cases will “help in the long-term future. It defi-
nitely has an effect... We have a very good con-
struction industry here. They do listen. The bad 
contractors generally don’t stick around.”
7. Booming multifamily sector will slow down as 
single-family sector picks up steam
Industry analysts have largely agreed that the 
multifamily sector’s hot streak will inevitably 
cool down, and that slowdown will likely occur 
in 2016. On the positive side, the single-family 
sector is expected to pick up steam and see a 
strong year. In its 2016 Construction Outlook, 
Dodge Data predicted single-family construction 
will see a 20% increase in starts this year, while 
multifamily is expected to post a 7% gain after 
several years of double-digit increases. 
“I expect the homebuilding sector will continue 
to show improvement. If anything happens on 
the multifamily side, I think it will probably level 
off. The upward slope for multifamily won’t be as 
strong as for single-family,” Alex Carrick, CMD’s 
chief economist, told Construction Dive.
Still, single-family housing has a long way to 
go to return to pre-recession, “normal” levels. 
During a webinar in November, NAHB Chief 
Economist David Crowe said single-family con-
struction is currently 53% back to what is con-
sidered “normal” levels, and should be 91% of 
the way there by the end of 2017. Multifamily, 
on the other hand, is already significantly higher 
than “normal” levels, currently 32% above the 
mark. Crowe said the multifamily sector is ex-
pected to slowdown in the next two years, com-
ing in 9% higher than “normal” levels at the end 
of 2017.
8. Laser scanning technology will gain popular-
ity
Although BIM tends to dominate the construc-
tion technology narrative, experts pointed to 
another emerging technology that is having a 
significant impact on the industry: laser scan-
ning. 3-D laser scanners can create a digital 
reproduction of the dimensions and positions 
of objects in a certain space, and then turn that 
information into a point cloud image. 

“Laser scanning I think has a lot of room to run. 
Not as many people are using it, but it’s a great 
tool to measure more precisely than most con-
ventional ways,” LaRosa said. “What the laser 
scanner allows you to do is get millions of data 
points and put that into a building information 
model and provide much more information 
about conditions you couldn’t get previously. 
Look for that to continue to grow certainly next 
year and for another five years.”
Taylor added that laser technology allows con-
tractors to precisely “define to the client where 
we had issues with the existing floor,” and then 
make the necessary changes.
9. Remodeling will have a strong year, especial-
ly in the luxury market
Along with strength in the single-family market 
this year, experts also predict the remodeling 
sector will have a banner year in 2016.
“We’re encouraged by recent data that shows 
consumers have a strong desire to invest in 
their homes. In fact, survey respondents are in-
dicating that growth in their home improvement 
spending is outpacing increases in their overall 
spending,” Mike Horn, vice president of Lowe’s 
ProServices, told Construction Dive. “The num-
ber of homeowners indicating that their home 
improvement spending increased has doubled 
since 2012. This trend underscores the great 
opportunity our professional contractors have 
to meet the needs of 75 million homeowners, 
in addition to the 5 million who relocate or move 
into a new home each year, across the country 
increasingly willing to engage in home improve-
ment in 2016.”
Bob Ernst, president of the Building & Remodel-
ing Association of Greater Boston, said he proj-
ects significant growth in the remodeling sector 
this year.
“Through all of the ups and downs, this is the 
first time I feel very comfortable,” he told Con-
struction Dive.
Ernst emphasized the luxury market in particu-
lar as offering the most opportunity for remodel-
ers. “At that market level, they’re spending mon-
ey,” he said. He noted, however, that the middle 
and lower markets haven’t reached the demand 

level exhibited in luxury markets, as people in 
those markets are still struggling to save up 
enough money for their homes. “People serving 
primarily those markets might not have as rosy 
of an outlook,” he said. 
10. Homebuyers will seek out simple, walkable 
communities
Last month, the American Institute of Architects 
released the results of its third-quarter Home 
Design Trends Survey and found that design 
elements such as access to public transpor-
tation, multi-generational housing, walkable 
neighborhoods and mixed-use facilities domi-
nate homeowner preferences. “There has been 
a pronounced shift in driving habits over the last 
few years, with increasing numbers of people 
being far more interested walking and utilizing 
public transit options,” AIA Chief Economist Ker-
mit Baker said in a release. “With that is a desire 
for proximity to employment and commercial ac-
tivities.”
The AIA survey coincided with a National As-
sociation of Realtors survey over the summer 
that found walkable communities are growing 
in popularity among Americans of all ages, par-
ticularly millennials. Based on the results of the 
survey, the NAR advised developers aiming to 
reach the millennial demographic to consider 
building attached homes within walking distance 
of shops and restaurants and nearby public 
transportation. Baby boomers have reportedly 
expressed similar desires for their homes, as a 
Washington Post report in October found retir-
ing baby boomers are downsizing and buying 
smaller homes in urban areas at twice the rate 
of millennials.
Jerry James, president of Edward R. James 
Homes, said he predicts baby boomers will con-
tinue to drive the new-home construction mar-
ket this year. He agreed with the NAR and AIA 
predictions and said he believes boomers want 
“simplification” driven by a desire to live in loca-
tions that allow them to walk to nearby restau-
rants and shops. 
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6. Jobsite accidents and criminal indictments on the rise
Last year, authorities across the U.S. pumped up efforts 
to seek out contractor misconduct and dish out severe 
punishment, including criminal charges, for violations 
and offenses from worker safety issues to corruption. 
Manhattan even launched the Construction Fraud Task 
Force in August to investigate “wrongdoing and unsafe 
practices” in construction, including fraud, bribery, ex-
tortion, money laundering, bid rigging, larceny and 
safety violations. A New York Times report in November 
also found that construction worker deaths are on the 
rise in New York City, and safety measures were inad-
equate on many of the construction sites where deaths 
occurred and that immigrants represented a dispropor-
tionate percentage of those killed. 
Experts predict this heightened focus on industry 
wrongdoing will continue into 2016, especially as OSHA 

will increase its fines this year for the first time since 
1990.
Raymond T. Mellon, a senior partner at Zetlin & De 
Chiara, said he believes construction accidents will 
increase in New York City this year due to “a dilu-
tion of the trained and experienced work force as a 
result of the continuing red hot construction market.” 
He added, “This will lead to more entry level, unsea-
soned construction workers not appropriately trained 
as to the work itself, as well as safety features, on 
worksites. Combine this with the entry of ‘novice de-
velopers’ who have a tendency to cut corners, and 
you have the potential for more accidents.”
David Pfeffer, chair of the Construction Practice 
Group at Tarter Krinsky & Drogin, said he predicts 
there will be more criminal indictments in 2016 be-
cause officials “want to make an example.” He added 

that although indictments this year with be the 
result of past practices, he believes the influx of 
cases will “help in the long-term future. It defi-
nitely has an effect... We have a very good con-
struction industry here. They do listen. The bad 
contractors generally don’t stick around.”
7. Booming multifamily sector will slow down as 
single-family sector picks up steam
Industry analysts have largely agreed that the 
multifamily sector’s hot streak will inevitably 
cool down, and that slowdown will likely occur 
in 2016. On the positive side, the single-family 
sector is expected to pick up steam and see a 
strong year. In its 2016 Construction Outlook, 
Dodge Data predicted single-family construction 
will see a 20% increase in starts this year, while 
multifamily is expected to post a 7% gain after 
several years of double-digit increases. 
“I expect the homebuilding sector will continue 
to show improvement. If anything happens on 
the multifamily side, I think it will probably level 
off. The upward slope for multifamily won’t be as 
strong as for single-family,” Alex Carrick, CMD’s 
chief economist, told Construction Dive.
Still, single-family housing has a long way to 
go to return to pre-recession, “normal” levels. 
During a webinar in November, NAHB Chief 
Economist David Crowe said single-family con-
struction is currently 53% back to what is con-
sidered “normal” levels, and should be 91% of 
the way there by the end of 2017. Multifamily, 
on the other hand, is already significantly higher 
than “normal” levels, currently 32% above the 
mark. Crowe said the multifamily sector is ex-
pected to slowdown in the next two years, com-
ing in 9% higher than “normal” levels at the end 
of 2017.
8. Laser scanning technology will gain popular-
ity
Although BIM tends to dominate the construc-
tion technology narrative, experts pointed to 
another emerging technology that is having a 
significant impact on the industry: laser scan-
ning. 3-D laser scanners can create a digital 
reproduction of the dimensions and positions 
of objects in a certain space, and then turn that 
information into a point cloud image. 

“Laser scanning I think has a lot of room to run. 
Not as many people are using it, but it’s a great 
tool to measure more precisely than most con-
ventional ways,” LaRosa said. “What the laser 
scanner allows you to do is get millions of data 
points and put that into a building information 
model and provide much more information 
about conditions you couldn’t get previously. 
Look for that to continue to grow certainly next 
year and for another five years.”
Taylor added that laser technology allows con-
tractors to precisely “define to the client where 
we had issues with the existing floor,” and then 
make the necessary changes.
9. Remodeling will have a strong year, especial-
ly in the luxury market
Along with strength in the single-family market 
this year, experts also predict the remodeling 
sector will have a banner year in 2016.
“We’re encouraged by recent data that shows 
consumers have a strong desire to invest in 
their homes. In fact, survey respondents are in-
dicating that growth in their home improvement 
spending is outpacing increases in their overall 
spending,” Mike Horn, vice president of Lowe’s 
ProServices, told Construction Dive. “The num-
ber of homeowners indicating that their home 
improvement spending increased has doubled 
since 2012. This trend underscores the great 
opportunity our professional contractors have 
to meet the needs of 75 million homeowners, 
in addition to the 5 million who relocate or move 
into a new home each year, across the country 
increasingly willing to engage in home improve-
ment in 2016.”
Bob Ernst, president of the Building & Remodel-
ing Association of Greater Boston, said he proj-
ects significant growth in the remodeling sector 
this year.
“Through all of the ups and downs, this is the 
first time I feel very comfortable,” he told Con-
struction Dive.
Ernst emphasized the luxury market in particu-
lar as offering the most opportunity for remodel-
ers. “At that market level, they’re spending mon-
ey,” he said. He noted, however, that the middle 
and lower markets haven’t reached the demand 

level exhibited in luxury markets, as people in 
those markets are still struggling to save up 
enough money for their homes. “People serving 
primarily those markets might not have as rosy 
of an outlook,” he said. 
10. Homebuyers will seek out simple, walkable 
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Last month, the American Institute of Architects 
released the results of its third-quarter Home 
Design Trends Survey and found that design 
elements such as access to public transpor-
tation, multi-generational housing, walkable 
neighborhoods and mixed-use facilities domi-
nate homeowner preferences. “There has been 
a pronounced shift in driving habits over the last 
few years, with increasing numbers of people 
being far more interested walking and utilizing 
public transit options,” AIA Chief Economist Ker-
mit Baker said in a release. “With that is a desire 
for proximity to employment and commercial ac-
tivities.”
The AIA survey coincided with a National As-
sociation of Realtors survey over the summer 
that found walkable communities are growing 
in popularity among Americans of all ages, par-
ticularly millennials. Based on the results of the 
survey, the NAR advised developers aiming to 
reach the millennial demographic to consider 
building attached homes within walking distance 
of shops and restaurants and nearby public 
transportation. Baby boomers have reportedly 
expressed similar desires for their homes, as a 
Washington Post report in October found retir-
ing baby boomers are downsizing and buying 
smaller homes in urban areas at twice the rate 
of millennials.
Jerry James, president of Edward R. James 
Homes, said he predicts baby boomers will con-
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ket this year. He agreed with the NAR and AIA 
predictions and said he believes boomers want 
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STATE ECONOMY WILL OUT PACE U.S.
Spurred by rising job growth and home construction, Florida’s economy is expected to continue to grow at a faster pace than 
the national forecast for the next four years, according to the latest forecast from University of Central Florida economist Sean 
Snaith.
“The fundamental underpinnings of the housing market in Florida continue to strengthen. Job growth in Florida is forecasted to 
continue outperforming the U.S. labor market and more Baby Boomers continue to reach the end of their working lives,” wrote 
Snaith in the second-quarter Florida & Metro Forecast. “This bodes well for continued population growth via the in-migration 
of workers and retirees.” Snaith is the director for the Institute for Economic Competitiveness at the UCF College of Business 
Administration.
From 2016-2019, Florida’s economy, as measured by Real Gross State Product, is expected to expand at an average an-
nual rate of 2.9 percent through 2019, outpacing the projected average for U.S. real Gross Domestic Product growth for the 
same period. Nominal Gross State Product is expected to break the $1 trillion mark in 2018, according to the Florida & Metro 
Forecast, and climb to $1.074 trillion in 2019. This level today would make Florida’s economy the 16th largest in the world, as 
ranked by the World Bank.
The pace of Florida’s labor market recovery is expected to continue to exceed the recovery in the national job market through 
2019. Labor-force growth will average 2 percent from 2016 to 2019 thanks to consistently robust job creation. Payroll job 
growth in Florida continues to outperform national job growth with year-over-year growth expected to average 3.9 percent in 
2016, 2.4 percent in 2017, 1.1 percent in 2018 and 0.8 percent in 2019.
This improved outlook should put more Floridians back in the hunt for employment while also attracting out-of-state job seek-
ers, Snaith said. It should also serve to lift consumer sentiment and consumption spending.
Florida faces a growing single-family-housing shortage due to the shrinking inventory of existing homes and a pace of housing 
starts that trails growth rapidly pushing prices up in the single-family market. Housing starts serve as an economic indicator 
that reflects the number of privately owned new houses on which construction has been started in a given period.
“While this looks like another housing bubble, it’s really just an old-fashioned shortage in the single-family market,” Snaith said. 
“It is expected to correct itself as new housing starts ramp up over the next few years.”
Median existing home prices have reached $213,000 compared to $122,200 during the housing crisis. Yet while housing 
prices have increased, global property information company CoreLogic estimates 15 percent of Florida’s mortgage holders 
remain underwater, meaning they owe more in mortgage debt than the value of the home. Florida is second only to Nevada 
(17.5 percent) in percentage of mortgage holders with negative equity.
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